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THE LITURGY OF GOOD FRIDAY 
	 

2nd April 2021 at 2 pm 
  
THE GATHERING 
  
Complete silence is kept in church before the service. 
The priest enters and prostrates for a time before the altar.  
  
THE COLLECT 
  
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
  
FIRST READING Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12 
  
See, my servant shall prosper; 
he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
and shall be very high.  
Just as there were many who were astonished at him — 
so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
and his form beyond that of mortals —  
so he shall startle many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.  
Who has believed what we have heard? 
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  
He was despised and rejected by others; 
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces 
he was despised, and we held him of no account.  
  
Surely he has borne our infirmities 
and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
struck down by God, and afflicted.  
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
and by his bruises we are healed.  
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 



the iniquity of us all.  
  
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth.  
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people.  
They made his grave with the wicked 
and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth.  
  
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.  
Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
and he shall bear their iniquities.  
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors. 
  
PSALM  
  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 
All who see me deride me, 
they curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
"He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend." 
 
Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet 
I can count every one of my bones. 
 
They divide my clothing among them, 
they cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! 
 
I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are assembled. 



"You who fear the Lord, give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory." 
  
SECOND READING Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

  
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach 
the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
  
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a 
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source 
of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
  
THE PASSION GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST John 
  
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
  
God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him. 
Therefore we pray to our heavenly Father 
for people everywhere according to their needs. 
  
Intercessor 
Let us pray for the Church of God throughout the world: 
for unity in faith, in witness and in service, 
for bishops and other ministers, and those whom they serve, 
for Pete our Bishop, and the people of this diocese, 
for all Christians in this place,  
for those to be baptized, 
for those who are mocked and persecuted for their faith, 
that God will confirm his Church in faith, 
increase it in love, and preserve it in peace. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Priest 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 



Amen. 
  
Intercessor 

Let us pray for the nations of the world and their leaders: 
for Elizabeth our Queen and the Parliaments of this land, 
for those who administer the law and all who serve in public office, 
for all who strive for justice and reconciliation, 
that by God’s help the world may live in peace and freedom. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Priest 
Most gracious God and Father, in whose will is our peace, 
turn our hearts and the hearts of all to yourself, 
that by the power of your Spirit 
the peace which is founded on justice  
may be established throughout the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
Intercessor 
Let us pray for God’s ancient people,  
the Jews, the first to hear his word: 
for greater understanding between Christian and Jew, 
for the removal of our blindness and bitterness of heart, 
that God will grant us grace to be faithful to his covenant 
and to grow in the love of his name. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Priest 
Lord God of Abraham, 
bless the children of your covenant, both Jew and Christian; 
take from us all blindness and bitterness of heart, 
and hasten the coming of your kingdom, 
when the Gentiles shall be gathered in, all Israel shall be saved, 
and we shall dwell together in mutual love and peace 
under the one God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
  
Intercessor 
Let us pray for those who do not believe the gospel of Christ: 
for those who have not heard the message of salvation, 
for all who have lost faith, for the contemptuous and scornful, 
for those who are enemies of Christ  



and persecute those who follow him, 
for all who deny the faith of Christ crucified, 
that God will open their hearts to the truth  
and lead them to faith and obedience. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Priest 
Merciful God, creator of all the people of the earth, 
have compassion on all who do not know you, 
and by the preaching of your gospel with grace and power, 
gather them into the one fold of the one Shepherd; Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
Intercessor 
Let us pray for all those who suffer: 
for those who are deprived and oppressed, for all who are sick, 
for those in darkness, in doubt and in despair,  
in loneliness and in fear, 
for prisoners, captives and refugees, 
for the victims of false accusations and violence, 
for all at the point of death and those who watch beside them, 
that God in his mercy will sustain them 
with the knowledge of his love. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Priest 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
the comfort of the sad, the strength of those who suffer: 
hear the prayers of your children who cry out of any trouble, 
and to every distressed soul grant mercy, relief and refreshment, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Intercessor 
Let us pray also for all those who suffer the consequences of the current pandemic,  
that God the Father may grant health to the sick, strength to those who care for them,  
comfort to families and salvation to all the victims who have died.  
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Priest 
Almighty ever-living God, only support of our human weakness,  
look with compassion upon the sorrowful condition of your children  
who suffer because of this pandemic;  



relieve the pain of the sick, give strength to those who care for them,  
welcome into your peace those who have died and, throughout this time of tribulation,  
grant that we may all find comfort in your merciful love.  
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Intercessor 
Let us commend ourselves and all God’s children to his unfailing love, 
and pray for the grace of a holy life, 
that, with all who have died in the peace of Christ, 
we may come to the fullness of eternal life  
and the joy of the resurrection. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
Priest 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light,  
look favourably on your whole Church, 
that wonderful and sacred mystery, 
and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence 
carry out the work of our salvation: 
and let the whole world feel and see 
that things which were cast down are being raised up 
and things which had grown old are being made new 
and that all things are returning to perfection 
through him from whom they took their origin, 
even Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
  
THE VENERATION OF THE CROSS 
The Priest moves to the West Door,  
and carries the cross into the midst of the people.  
  
Behold the wood of the cross,  
on which hung the Saviour of the world. 
Come, let us worship. 
 
The Priest venerates the cross for a time on behalf of the people. Please sit or kneel in silence. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
THE REPROACHES 
Tomás Luis da Victoria (recorded) 

Popule meus, quid feci tibi? 
Aut in quo contristavi te? 
Responde mihi. 
 
Quia eduxi te de terra Aegypti: 
parasti Crucem Salvatori tuo. 
 

Hagios o Theos. 
Sanctus Deus. 
Hagios Ischyros. 
Sanctus fortis. 
Hagios Athanatos, eleison himas. 
Sanctus immortalis, miserere nobis. 
 
Quia eduxi te per desertum quadraginta annis: 
et manna cibavi te, et introduxi te in terram satis bonam: 
parasti Crucem Salvatori tuo. 
Hagios… 
 
 

Quid ultra debui facere tibi, et non feci? 
Ego quidem plantavi te vineam meam speciosissimam: 
et tu facta es mihi nimis amara: 
aceto namque sitim meam potasti: 
et lancea perforasti latus Salvatori tuo. 
Hagios… 
 
Ego propter te flagellavi Aegyptum cum primogenitis suis: 
et tu me flagellatum tradidisti. 
Popule meus… 
 
Ego te eduxi de Aegypto, demerso Pharone in mare Rubrum: 
et tu me tradidisti principibus sacerdotum. 
Popule meus… 
 
Ego ante te aperui mare: 
et tu aperuisti lancea latus meum. 
Popule meus… 
 
Ego ante te praeivi in columna nubis: 
et tu me duxisti ad praetorium Pilati. 
Popule meus… 
 
Ego te pavi manna in desertum: 
et tu me cedisti alapis et flagellis. 
Popule meus… 
 
 

Ego te potavi aqua salutis de petra: 
et tu me potasti felle et aceto. 
Popule meus… 
 

O my people, what have I done to thee? 
Or how have I offended you? 
Answer me. 
 
Because I led thee out of the land of Egypt: 
thou hast prepared a Cross for thy Saviour. 
 
O holy God! 
O holy God! 
O holy strong One! 
O holy strong One! 
O holy and immortal, have mercy upon us. 
O holy and immortal, have mercy upon us. 
 
Because I led thee through the desert for forty years: 
and fed thee with manna, and brought thee into a land 
exceeding good: 
thou hast prepared a Cross for thy Saviour. 
O holy God!… 
 
What more ought I to have done for thee, that I have not 
done? 
I planted thee, indeed, My most beautiful vineyard: 
and thou hast become exceeding bitter to me: 
for in my thirst thou gavest me vinegar to drink: 
and with a spear thou hast pierced the side of thy Saviour. 
O holy God!… 
 
For thy sake I scourged the firstborn of Egypt: 
Thou hast given me up to be scourged. 
O my people… 
 
I led thee out of Egypt having drowned Pharaoh in the 
Red Sea: 
and thou hast delivered Me to the chief priests. 
O my people… 
 
I opened the sea before thee: 
and thou hast opened my side with a spear. 
O my people… 
 
I went before thee in a pillar of cloud: 
and thou hast led me to the judgment hall of Pilate. 
O my people… 
 
I fed thee with manna in the desert; 
and thou hast assaulted me with blows and scourges. 
O my people… 
 
I gave thee the water of salvation from the rock: 
and thou hast given me gall and vinegar to drink. 
O my people… 
 



Ego propter te Chananeorum reges percussi: 
et tu percussisti arundine caput meum. 
Popule meus… 
 
Ego dedi tibi sceptrum regale: 
et tu dedisti capiti meo spineam coronam. 
Popule meus… 
 
Ego te exaltavi magna virtute: 
et tu me suspendisti in patibulo crucis. 
Popule meus…  

For thy sake I struck the kings of the Canaanites: 
and thou hast struck my head with a reed. 
O my people… 
 
 

I gave thee a royal sceptre: 
and thou hast given a crown of thorns for my head. 
O my people… 
 
I exalted thee with great strength; 
and thou hast hanged me on the gibbet of the cross. 
O my people… 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
  
Remain seated as the Altar is prepared. 
The Priest goes to the place of reservation  
and brings the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar. 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that by the help of your mercy we may be always free from sin,  
and safe from all distress,  
as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen 
  
The Priest invites the people to receive communion;  

Please remain in your place. 
  
Behold the Lamb of God, 
Behold him who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
  
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
But only say the world, and I shall be healed. 
  
 
 



CONCLUDING PRAYER 
  
Most merciful God,  
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ  
delivered and saved the world:  
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross  
we may triumph in the power of his victory;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
  
The priest and people depart in silence. 
  
 


