
St Mary’s, Willesden 
Parish Church and Shrine of Our Lady 

 

THE EASTER LITURGY:  
Saturday 3rd April 2021 at 8 pm 

	 
The Service of Light  

The Vigil 
Profession of Faith and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
  
We gather outside holding a candle. 
The church interior is in darkness. 
  
THE SERVICE OF LIGHT  
  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
on this most holy night,  
when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life,  
the Church invites her children throughout the world  
to come together in vigil and prayer.  
This is the Passover of the Lord.  
We remember his death and resurrection  
by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries,  
confident that we shall share his victory over death  
and live with him for ever in God.  
  
The new fire is kindled.  
  
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,  
to you be glory and praise for ever.  
Your steadfast love extends to the heavens  
and your faithfulness never ceases.  
Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom  
and strengthen our lives with your word,  
for you are the fountain of life;  
in your light we see true light.  
  
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever.  
  
The Easter Candle is marked.   
  
  



Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end,  
Alpha and Omega,  
all time belongs to him, and all ages;  
to him be glory and power, through every age and for ever. 
Amen. 
  
Incense studs are inserted into the Easter Candle. 
  
By his holy and glorious wounds  
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 
Amen. 
  
The Priest lights the Easter Candle, saying 
  
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
  
The candles of the people are lit. 
  
The Priest bearing the Candle enters the building,  
followed by acolytes and then the people;  
and they pause three times, firstly just inside the entrance. 
  
At each pause the Priest sings 
  
The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
  
The Easter Candle is placed on a stand. 
  
THE EXSULTET 
  
THE VIGIL – LITURGY OF THE WORD 
  
A light is taken from the Easter Candle to illuminate the Vigil readings. 
  
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, recalling how he saved 
his people in ages past and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that 
through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun. 
  
  



THE FIRST READING: Genesis 1:26-31 
 
     "God said, 'Let us make man in our own image, in the likeness of ourselves, and let them be masters of 
the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all the wild animals and all the creatures that creep along 
the ground.' God created man in the image of himself, in the image of God he created him, male and female 
he created them. God blessed them, saying to them, 'Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and subdue it. Be 
masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven and all the living creatures that move on earth.'. God also 
said, 'Look, to you I give all the seed-bearing plants everywhere on the surface of the earth, and all the trees 
with seed-bearing fruit; this will be your food. And to all the wild animals, all the birds of heaven and all the 
living creatures that creep along the ground, I give all the foliage of the plants as their food.' And so it was. 
God saw all he had made, and indeed it was very good. Evening came and morning came: the sixth day. " 
  
PSALM 104.1-7  
  
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.  
  
Silence is kept.  
  
Christ is the image of the unseen God; 
through him all things were made. 
  
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth 
and made us in your own image: 
teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
and your likeness in all your children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
  
THE SECOND READING: Genesis 22.1-18 

  
God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your 
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one 
of the mountains that I shall show you.’  
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that 
God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said 
to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we 
will come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he 
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb 
for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the 
two of them walked on together. 
  
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in 
order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out 



his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, 
‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ And 
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as 
it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’ 
  
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says 
the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, 
and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. 
And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the 
earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’ 
  
PSALM 16 
  
In your presence is the fullness of joy. 
  
Silence is kept.  
  
God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son. 
  
Almighty God, whose chosen servant Abraham 
faithfully obeyed your call and rejoiced in your promise 
that, in him, all the families of the earth should be blessed: 
give us a faith like his, that, in us, your promises may be fulfilled; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
  
THE THIRD READING Exodus 14.10-end 
  
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great 
fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt 
that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is 
this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not 
be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians 
whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’ 
  
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up 
your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry 
ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain 
glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot 
drivers.’ 



  
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and 
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come 
near the other all night. 
  
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, 
and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, 
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the 
sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the 
pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He 
clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the 
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 
  
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that 
had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through 
the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
  
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 
Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed 
in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
  
CANTICLE Exodus 15 The Song of Moses and Miriam 
  
I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously. 
  
Silence is kept. 
  
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
  
God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper 
which your Son gave to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence, and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
  
  
THE FOURTH READING : Jeremiah 31.31-34  
  
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 



hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 
  
PSALM 51.8-18 
  
Make me a clean heart, O God.  
  
Silence is kept. 
  
God will write his law on our hearts.  
He will be our God and we will be his people. 
  
Almighty God,  
in Christ you make all things new:  
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,  
and in the renewal of our lives  
make known your heavenly glory;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
Amen.  
  
THE FIFTH READING : Ezekiel 37.1-14 

  
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus 
says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; 
and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 
  
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
  
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 



up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 
  
PSALM 143 
  
The Lord has done great things for us.  
  
Silence is kept. 
  
Christ is the resurrection and the life.  
Those who believe in Christ will never die. 
  
Lord God of our salvation,  
you speak the word to your scattered people,  
and bring up our life from the valley of death:  
breathe your Spirit upon your Church,  
that we may live and stand before you  
confident in your risen Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
  
THE EASTER ACCLAMATION 

  
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
All the candles in the church are lit from the Easter Candle,  
the lights are switched on and the people’s candles extinguished. 
The people make a joyful noise, and a fanfare sounds from the organ. 
  
THE GLORIA 
  
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  
 
 
 
THE COLLECT 



  
Let us pray.  
  
Silence is kept.  
  
Lord of all life and power,  
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son  
overcame the old order of sin and death  
to make all things new in him:  
grant that we, being dead to sin  
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,  
may reign with him in glory;  
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit  
be praise and honour, glory and might,  
now and in all eternity.  
Amen. 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 6.3-11  

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
  
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
  
Alleluia! 
  
THE GOSPEL MARK 16.1-8 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
  
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 
that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 
to the tomb?’ When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 



back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 
they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went 
out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid. 
  
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
  
HOMILY 
  
PROFESSION OF FAITH AND RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

  
Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in baptism, 
So that we might rise with him to a new life. 
Now that we have completed our Lenten observance, 
Let us renew the promises we made in baptism when we rejected Satan and all his works, 
And promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
  
And so:  
  
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?  
I reject them.  
  
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?  
I renounce them.  
  
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?  
I repent of them.  
  
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?  
I turn to Christ.  
  
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?  
I submit to Christ.  
  
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?  
I come to Christ.  
  
PRAYER OVER THE WATER 
  
Father, you give us grace through sacramental signs, 
Which tell us of the wonders of your unseen power. 
 
In baptism we use your gift of water, 
which you have made a rich symbol  



of the grace you give us in this sacrament.  
 
At the very dawn of creation  
your spirit breathed on the waters,  
making them the wellspring of all holiness.  
 
The waters of the great flood  
you made a sign of the waters of baptism,  
that make an end of sin and a new beginning of goodness.  
 
Through the waters of the Red Sea  
you led Israel out of slavery,  
to be an image of God's holy people,  
set free from sin by baptism.  
 
In the waters of the Jordan  
your son was baptised by John  
and anointed with the Spirit.  
 
Your son will that water and blood  
should flow from his side  
as he hung up on the cross.  
 
After his resurrection he told his disciples:  
“Go out and teach all nations,  
baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Father look now with love upon your church,  
and unseal for her the fountain of baptism.  
 
By the power of the spirit  
give to the water of this font  
the grace of your Son.  
 
You created man in your own likeness:  
cleanse him from sin in a new birth of innocence  
by water and the spirit.  
 
We ask you, Father, with your Son  
to send the Holy Spirit upon the waters of this font.  
 
May all who are buried with Christ  
in the death of baptism  
rise also with him to newness of life.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 
Amen. 
  
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
  
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
  
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
  



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
   
Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith  
with all who have been baptized in your name.  
Keep us faithful to our baptism,  
and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation  
shall be made perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
  
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,  
that you may be rooted and grounded in love  
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 
Amen.  
  
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

  
THE PEACE 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.  
Alleluia.  
  
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you, Alleluia 
And also with you. Alleluia.  
  
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
  
Pray, my brothers and sisters,  



that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.  
  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his Holy Church. 
  
THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
  
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
  
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
  
THE PREFACE 
  
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 
  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  
THE CONSECRATION  
 MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus:  
  
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory.  
  
THE COMMUNION RITE 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 



  
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that by the help of your mercy we may be always free from sin,  
and safe from all distress,  
as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen 
  
AGNUS DEI 
  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
grant us peace. 
  
Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
  
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  
God of Life,  
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son  
to the death of the cross,  
and by his glorious resurrection  
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:  
grant us so to die daily to sin,  
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
  
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Christ is risen. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
  
God the Father, 



by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.  
Amen. 
  
God the Son, 
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.  
Amen. 
  
God the Holy Spirit, 
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.  
Amen. 
  
And the blessing ... 
  
The Mass is ended. 
Go in the peace of Christ, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia! 
  


